S‘mymg m touch with beer, letters

Soldier reaches out
to family at home

o,
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PLYMOUTH — Arabic beer cans.
A homemade, signed unit flag. And

many, many pictures. These are the

things that U.S. Army Spc. Christo-
“pher Tripp 6f Plymouth is sending
home from the Middle East.

. Tripp, 31, is a National Guards-
man from the 721st mainitenance
company at Otis Air Force Base on
Cape Cod. He was called to active
service in February for the 110th
Maintenance Company from Fort
Devéns in-Ayer. He then went to
Kuwait before spending the past 2Y»
months in Talil, Iraq.

“He told me, ‘Don’t even look for
it on a map because it’s not there.
It’s just tents in the desert,” ” said
his wife, Christine, of Talil.

Christopher is'a maintenance me-
chanic. When at home, he works
full-time as a civilian as a mechanic
at Otis and is a bouncer at Riptides
restaurant in downtown Plymouth.

In Iraq, his job is more risky than

fixing equipment on a base.

“He goes right out into -the-field
and recovers vehicles,” Christine
said.

Once’ these vehlcles are recov-
ered and brought to Talil; Christo-
pher and his company work to make
them operable again.

And, of course, they are very care-
ful while they do it."

“They’re in what they-call full bat-
tle rattle, locked and loaded and
ready to go,” Christine said.

While her husband is half a world
away, Christine takes care of the
couple’s two young children and two
elderly relatives. .=

“Pm not one ‘of those
- crack-under-pressure . military

~wives,” she 'said, addnlg that ‘al-

though' it's tough,- the family has

_been doing OK in her husband’s ab- .

sence.

One of the things that does make
it easier are the contacts she has
with Christophier. . »

Since he’s been in Iraq he'can only
call roughly once a week, and-then
perhaps only for as little as five min-

utés, biit she toes get: letters from-

him; andsdu nirs.

The beer cans are still in the ma11 " migh
Muslimprayer '
rug: frovau, ait and the sxgned flag

but she. reci

— and man y pictirés. ™
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M|I|tary standlng u.s. Army SpeC|aI|st Christopher Tripp of Ply-
mouth and Sgt. Gary Plunkett of the New.Bedford area hold up Old: Glory

in Talil, Irag, on Memorial Day.

Mansr of the pictures are of

Chnstopher and some fellow sol-

diers posing with thie flag on Memo-
rial Day — quickly and just for the
picture, 'since prominently display-
ing the flag is forbidden in Iraq.

There are also pictures of the tent
city that is Talil, of a tent full of mil-
itary weapons, of rows of Blackhawk
helicopters, of Arabic graffiti on a
bunkerwall. -

The letters, gifts and photos help

Christine cope with his absence.

“When I don’t hear from him, and

I'mysitting and watching the news, is- it
when it’s very stressful,” she said.

She is restricted in what she can

.. send back to him, sinice things that -

like pork,’,‘the;’ Bible and’ anytlung "
- wwitlfvaléohol -, the Kuwati- beer

cans were nonalcoholic brew.

She does send him what she can
including ‘food, letters and, of
course, flea powder.

“There are fleas, and one in every
50 fleas catries a disease that can
only be treated in. Washlngton ” she
said.

- Also legendary are the Iraqi -spi-
ders.

Accordlng to her husband ‘they
are the size: of a flattened baseball
and can ]urhp several feet Thelrblte

‘ but .

“He' hates splders too,
sure he’s losing it,” Chnstme sald
ChnstOpher '
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